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THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TIANANMEN SQUARE MASSACRE

HON. STENY H. HOYER
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on June 4th we
commemorated the tenth anniversary of the
massacre of thousands of students and work-
ers at Tiananmen Square. We also remember
the thousands injured, as well as the tens of
thousands arrested and sentenced to prison or
labor camps on that fateful day. We honor
their bravery and courage, and the ultimate
sacrifice which they made in the name of de-
mocracy and human rights.

Ten years ago today, the forward march of
reform in China came to a halt; crushed by the
steel tread of tanks, trampled by the boots of
soldiers. The human rights situation in China
has continued to deteriorate during the past
decade. As recently as last week, the Wash-
ington Post reported the arrest of Yang Tao,
one of the student leaders of the 1989 dem-
onstration. This was clearly an effort by the
Chinese leadership to discourage further pro-
test on the anniversary of the Tiananmen
massacre. Beijing has also attempted to si-
lence the internet, another medium through
which the memory of that tragic day will cer-
tainly be refreshed.

These efforts to erase the events of 1989
from popular conscience, Mr. Speaker, also in-
clude a strategy of redirecting the rage of the
Chinese people by distorting the truth about
the accidental bombing of the Chinese em-
bassy in Belgrade.

Today we send a clear message, not only to
Beijing, but to the people of China. The United
States has not forgotten, and will never forget,
the events that transpired ten years ago in
Tiananmen Square. We support those who
continue their valiant struggle for democracy.
f

H.R. 1882, THE SMALL BUSINESS
REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ACT

HON. THOMAS W. EWING
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, as one of the
original champions of the Small Business Reg-
ulatory Flexibility Act, otherwise known as
SBREFA, I wish to express my strong support
for H.R. 1882, the Small Business Review
Panel Technical Amendments Act, of which I
am an original co-sponsor. As the bill’s name
would suggest, it will make several needed
technical changes to the original landmark
law. But more significantly, H.R. 1882 will hold
the Internal Revenue Service more account-
able to small businesses. This important piece
of legislation will require the IRS to convene
Small Business Advocacy Review Panels
when proposing new regulations that will have

a significant impact on small businesses.
These review panels will involve actual small
business owners and their comments will be
used to help improve regulations prior to re-
lease. Since 1996, the panel process has
been applied to the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration and the results thus far
have been extremely positive leading to much
improved rulemaking.

I am extremely pleased the House is con-
sidering amending SBREFA to include the
IRS. However, I am concerned the benefits of
this legislation may go partially unrealized. A
primary reason for the success of SBREFA
has been the role the SBA Office of Advocacy
plays in the review panel process. Economic
research conducted by the Office of Advocacy
has been instrumental in demonstrating errors
in assumptions made by the EPA and OSHA.
But the Office of Advocacy’s economic re-
search budget has been stretched to the lim-
its, forcing the chief Counsel for Advocacy to
limit the office’s research activities. If we are
to expand the Office of Advocacy’s respon-
sibilities under SBREFA, as this bill does, then
I feel it is absolutely necessary to make sure
that Advocacy’s economic research budget
equals these new responsibilities.

I urge my colleagues to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 1882 and applaud the efforts of
Chairman JIM TALENT to bring this bill to the
floor and his consistent work on behalf of
small businesses throughout the country.
f

SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE
SAFE DEPOSIT BOX ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 26, 1999

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
reluctantly support H.R. 1259, the Social Se-
curity and Medicare Lock Box Act of 1999. Al-
though this legislation does not improve Social
Security or Medicare solvency, it serves as a
sign of commitment to preserving Social Secu-
rity and Medicare by taking them off budget.

H.R. 1259 offers largely symbolic protection
of our Social Security surpluses by blocking
the consideration of any Budget Resolution or
legislation that dips into these funds. This leg-
islation includes a loophole which would ex-
empt from these points of order any legislation
that contains a sentence designating the legis-
lation as ‘‘Social Security reform’’ or ‘‘Medicare
reform.’’ Unfortunately, the bill provides no
standards or definition of the word ‘‘reform.’’

Insuring the stability of the Social Security
system for today’s seniors and future genera-
tions of retirees is one of my top priorities. I
do not believe that this measure will negatively
impact that goal, and thus I will support it.
However, to truly demonstrate our commit-
ment to protecting the Social Security Trust
Fund, we must require all surpluses—the So-

cial Security surplus and the Medicare sur-
plus—to be reserved until solvency has been
extended by 75 years for Social Security and
by 30 years for Medicare. The legislation that
would accomplish this is the Democratic alter-
native, which would close the current loop-
holes in H.R. 1259, and provide true meaning-
ful protection for the Trust Fund.

In an era of unprecedented growth and
prosperity, we have a responsibility to imple-
ment policy that ensures economic growth for
all sectors of our society. This requires invest-
ing in the future—creating a better America for
our children, a future in which working families
can afford to send their children to college,
and in which all Americans can count on the
continued integrity of Social Security. While I
support this bill as a first step towards pro-
tecting Social Security and Medicare, I truly
hope that our actions today do not become an
excuse for complacency in the future, but rath-
er a catalyst for continued progress on the
critical issues of Social Security and Medicare.

f

THE STUDENT WINNERS OF THE
1999 EXPLORAVISION AWARDS

HON. GEORGE E. BROWN, JR.
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, for
the recognition of their achievement, my col-
league, Mrs. MORELLA, and I are inserting into
the RECORD the names of the student winners
of the 1999 ExploraVision Awards.

Irving B. Weber Elementary School, Iowa
City, IA; Grades K–3; Project: Strep Throat
Home Tester; Students: Derek Ibarra, Bentley
Wingert, Spencer Nash, Nathan Davidson;
Teacher Advisor: Tracy Elmer; Community Ad-
visor: Hector Ibarra.

Leeds Elementary School, Arlington, WI;
Grades 4–6; Project: AllerScan; Students:
Kallie Harrier, Teague Harvey, Anna Hagen,
Amanda Treinen; Teacher Advisor: Jennifer
McGinley; Community Advisor: Roger Clau-
sen.

Point Grey Mini School, Vancouver, BC;
Grades 7–9; Project: Woven Engineered Bone
System; Students: Patricia Lau, Olivia
Maginley, Robyn Massel, Katie Mogan; Teach-
er Advisor: John O’Connor; Community Advi-
sor: Lynne Massel.

South Salem High School, Salem OR;
Grades 10–12; Defeating A.D.D. through Bio-
sensing Technology; Students: Jonina Allan,
Rebecca Kozitza, Chrystal Hohnstein, Sam
Sparks; Teacher Advisor: Michael Lampert;
Community Advisor: Teresa Campbell.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MICHIO KUSHI

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Michio Kushi, the 20th century de-
veloper of macrobiotics. This diet is the cata-
lyst for many of the mainstream dietary and
lifestyle changes currently taking place.

The Standard Macrobiotic diet has been
practiced widely throughout history by all
major civilizations and cultures. The Diet cen-
ters on whole cereal grains and their products
and other plant quality. Twenty-five to thirty
percent of daily food consists of vegetables
and the remaining intake is comprised of
soups, beans and sea vegetables. Consump-
tion of products such as meat and dairy prod-
ucts are typically avoided. Michio Kushi, the
founder of macrobiotics, was born in Japan
and graduated from Tokyo University, the Fac-
ulty of Law, Department of Political Science.
Influenced by the devastation of World War II,
he decided to dedicate his life to the achieve-
ment of world peace and the development of
humanity.

Kushi and his wife Aveline introduced
macrobiotics to North America in the 1950s by
establishing the first macrobiotic restaurant in
New York. In the 1960s, the Kushis moved to
Boston and founded Erewhon, the nation’s
pioneer natural foods distributor and manufac-
turer. Over the last thirty years Michio Kushi
has taught throughout the United States and
abroad, giving lectures and seminars on diet,
health, consciousness and the peaceful meet-
ing of East and West. In 1978, the Kushis
founded the Kushi Institute, an educational or-
ganization for the training of future leaders of
society, including macrobiotic teachers, coun-
selors, cooks and lifestyle advisers. In 1986,
Michio Kushi founded One Peaceful World, an
international information network and friend-
ship society of macrobiotic friends, families,
business, educational center, and other asso-
ciations to help guide society and contribute to
world health and world peace. In the 1980s,
Kushi began meeting with government and so-
cial leaders at the United Nations, the World
Health Organization, and the White House.
The health benefits of a macrobiotic diet have
attracted the attention of leading medical pro-
fessionals. The American Cancer Society re-
ports that a macrobiotic diet may lower the
risk of cancer.

The Smithsonian Institution will announce
the acquisition of the Michio Kushi Family Col-
lection on Macrobiotics and Alternative and
Complementary Health Care during a special
day-long event at the National Museum of
American History in Washington, D.C. on
Wednesday, June 9. The events include a
symposium featuring Michio Kushi and his
wife Aveline Kushi, an exhibit of macrobiotic
food and books, and an awards presentation
to Mr. and Mrs. Kushi for their significant role
in the development of alternative and com-
plementary health care and to the formation of
the natural and whole foods movement.

I ask my fellow colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding the dedication and hard work of the
Kushis in helping to educate the world’s popu-
lation on the benefits of the macrobiotic diet.

PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL
AVIATION SAFETY

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, safety is our
highest responsibility in aviation. The Amer-
ican travelling public has the right to expect
the highest standards of safety when flying on
a U.S. carrier or on a U.S. carrier’s code
share partner.

Last September, the aviation community re-
ceived a wake up call when SwissAir flight
111 crashed off the shores of Nova Scotia. On
board this fatal flight were 53 U.S. passengers
who had purchased tickets from Delta Airlines
for Delta flight 1111, but who flew on SwissAir,
through an arrangement called code-sharing.
This accident brought home the realization
that, in a world of close alliances between do-
mestic and foreign airlines, the lines sepa-
rating domestic safety regulation and inter-
national safety regulation have been blurred. It
is clearly time to reassess our safety activities
to make certain the American travelling public
flies safely, whether on a U.S. or a foreign
carrier.

As relationships between domestic and for-
eign carriers continue to grow through code
sharing, we need to take a hard look at wheth-
er safety has kept pace. Since 1994, the num-
ber of code-sharing alliances has more than
doubled—from 61 to 163. A passenger who
buys a ticket from a U.S. airline for a code-
sharing flight (ticketed as a flight by a U.S. air-
line) has a right to expect that the entire flight
will be operated under similar safety stand-
ards. Yet, put simply, there is not a process
within the Department of Transportation (DOT)
for assuring that a foreign code-share partner
operates under safety standards similar to
those governing U.S. airlines.

A look at the world’s aviation safety record
establishes the need for prompt action. There
is a wide disparity in the accident rates for dif-
ferent regions, with Africa and South and Cen-
tral America, for example, having an overall
accident rate considerably higher than the
world average. This suggests strongly that
some carriers are not offering a similar level of
safety as U.S. carriers. Unfortunately, DOT
does not have a comprehensive mechanism in
place to determine whether particular foreign
carriers have safety deficiencies before code-
sharing arrangements are approved.

Accordingly, I am introducing legislation
today with my colleagues, ranking Aviation
Subcommittee member Mr. LIPINSKI and Ms.
JOHNSON of Texas, that will dramatically im-
prove DOT’s organizational capability to as-
sess whether a proposed foreign code share
meets safety standards similar to those re-
quired of our U.S. carries.

The legislation would require a U.S. carrier
seeking to code share with a foreign air carrier
to conduct a comprehensive safety audit, in-
cluding on-site inspections, of the foreign car-
rier’s operations. Prior to receiving DOT ap-
proval of a foreign code share, the U.S. air
carrier must certify to the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) that the foreign air carrier
meets the standards set forth in its FAA-ap-
proved safety audit program. In turn, the FAA
would be required to conduct a comprehen-
sive annual review of each domestic carrier’s

approved audit program, thus assuring that
the FAA remains vigilant in its oversight of the
carrier’s implementation of that program. The
domestic carrier would also conduct a periodic
review of the foreign carrier’s operations to en-
sure continued compliance with the safety
standards. In addition, the FAA would be di-
rected to work with the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization to ensure that code-sharing
oversight becomes a part of any foreign
authority’s air safety regulatory framework.

The importance of this requirement cannot
be overstated. Currently, the FAA, which is re-
sponsible for safety oversight of our domestic
carriers, conducts only limited review of for-
eign airlines participating in code-share agree-
ments with our airlines. For foreign airlines,
the FAA looks only at whether the flag country
has a good institutional structure for regulating
aviation safety. The FAA does not evaluate
the safety of the foreign airline itself.

Delta’s recent suspension of its code-share
with Korean Air underscores this point. The
FAA had no safety concerns with the arrange-
ment because South Korea has a system for
regulating safety that, on paper, appeared
adequate. However, in this case—and pos-
sibly in far too many other cases—there ap-
pears to be little correlation between FAA’s
assessment of the foreign regulatory system
and the actual safety performance of a carrier.

That observation is not meant to fault FAA
for its efforts to assess the aviation regulatory
systems of foreign governments. The FAA’s
assessment does provide valuable information
about the structure and capabilities of a par-
ticular country’s civil aviation authority; it does
not provide specifics about a particular foreign
code-share partner, when the changing nature
of international aviation demands such an as-
sessment.

This legislation will respond to the challenge
of increasing the safety margin for the Amer-
ican traveling public by establishing a process
for making meaningful safety judgments about
foreign airlines.

I urge my colleagues to join me in co-spon-
soring this legislation.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE MENNONITE
COLLEGE OF NURSING

HON. THOMAS W. EWING
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Mennonite College of Nursing in
Bloomington, Illinois on the occasion of their
80th year. Not only is this an historic marker
on the College’s time line, but on July 1, 1999,
this fine institution will combine with Illinois
State University, ensuring that its fine tradi-
tions and quality educational programs con-
tinue far into the next century.

The Mennonite College of Nursing was
founded in 1919, as the Mennonite Sanitarium
Training School, with the purpose of providing
a Christian ministry though the operation of a
hospital and a diploma school of nursing.
Since its founding, the school has provided
cutting edge training for its students. In the
early 1980’s and to meet the changes nursing
education needed by changing health care de-
livery systems, the Board of Directors decided
to transition Mennonite Hospital School of
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